Regular geomagnetic field measurements in Hong Kong (Long. 114. 2E, Lat. 22.2N, dip 30N) were commenced by the Royal Observatory in 1884 and continued without a break until 1939. During this time there were two changes of measurement site. The first occurred within the grounds of the Observatory during 1920 (site A to site B) and the second was a movement of (VESTINE et al., 1959; U. S. NAVY, 1954 U. S. NAVY, , 1968 ZMUDA, 1971) and in general good agreement has been found over the long period trends for all components except for the Z component over recent years. The computed secular change for the Z component for 1965 has been given as -24 and -14 gammas per year by the U. S. Navy and I. G. R. F. world charts, respectively, while there is evidence from our results that the secular change has become positive in recent years. Clearly the re-establishment of magnetic field measurements at Hong Kong in a region where information is scanty should be of appreciable significance in improving magnetic field map predictions in South East Asia. A grant from the Nufield Foundation enabling the establishment of the Tates Cairn Geomagnetic Observatory is gratefully acknowledged and also the co-operation of the Director of the Royal Observatory.
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